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   The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet received.  2  How long, O LORD, must I call for 
help,   but you do not listen?  

Or cry out to you, “Violence!”   but you do not save? 
3   Why do you make me look at injustice?   Why do you tolerate wrong?   Destruction and 

violence are before me;   there is strife, and conflict abounds. 

1   I will stand at my watch   and station myself on the ramparts;   I will look to see what he 
will say to me,   and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 

2   Then the LORD replied:  “Write down the revelation   and make it plain on tablets   so 
that a herald may run with it. 

3   For the revelation awaits an appointed time;   it speaks of the end   and will not prove 
false.  Though it linger, wait for it;   it will certainly come and will not delay. 

4   “See, he is puffed up;   his desires are not upright—   but the righteous will live by his 
faith— 

Habakkuk 1:1-3; 2:1-4

Have you ever met a conÞdent fool? You probably have. Maybe it was someone who was convinced 
that nothing bad would happen to them, no matter what risks they took. !ey eat what they want, 
drive as fast as they desire, hang out with whomever they please, with no consequences. !ey're in-
vincible. !ey Õre conÞdent. But you know that their conÞdence is foolish because of one little thing: 
life.

!at boldness and conÞdence fades away very quickly when life happensÑwhen, for example, they 
stand at the grave of a close friend. It fades when the yesterday's mistakes bring today's troubles. !e 
boldness that once shouted "It can't happen to me!" now says, "It could happen to anyone." !e r e-
ality of life tends to shake conÞdence. It tends to make conÞdence look foolish.

But Christians are a bold bunch. !ey are conÞdent. After all, faith is, by deÞnition, a conÞdent 
trust. And so some people might mistake our conÞdence for foolishness. !ey think our conÞdence 
is foolish, especially when current events seem to contradict our faith. !ere are even times when 
these things may shake our own conÞdence.

!e curr ent events of our day and of our lives are really not that much di"erent from those of the 
people of Habakkuk's day. Habakkuk was a prophet. We normally think of prophets as those who 
speak from God. !ey get a message from God that they were to proclaim to the people. But proph-
ets were also those who spoke to God for the people. In these verses Habakkuk does both. On their 
behalf, the prophet called out to God. God's reply was a message of life and death. It was a message 
of life and death for people dealing with the reality of life. In the face of death, God's people conÞ-
dently call out WE WILL NOT DIE BUT LIVE!
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Habakkuk was well aware of his current events. He was living at a time of great wickedness and un-
beliefÑnot just in foreign lands and among heathens who happened to live in Judah. It was the peo-
ple of Judah who were practicing idolatry and had rejected the promises of the LORD. And so, on 
behalf of the few true believers in Judah, Habakkuk cried out to God: "How long, O LORD, must 
I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, "Violence!" but you do not save? Why 
do you tolerate wrong? Destruction and violence are there before me; there is strife, and conflict 
abounds."

Habakkuk was well aware of what was going on. In fact, he uses six di"erent words to describe it: 
injustice, wrong, destruction, violence, strife, conßict. And all these things were going on completely 
unchecked. As far as he could see, these things were going on and on and were just getting worse. So 
he cried out to the Lord, "How long? Why?"

!en the L ORD responded through the prophet. We Þnd this at the end of chapter two, the section 
omitted from our text. "Look at the nations and watch—and be utterly amazed. For I am going 
to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told. I am raising up 
the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous people." God replied that he was going to send the 
Babylonians to completely destroy Judah for its wickedness. He was going to use this foreign land to 
discipline his people, and to lead sinners to repentance.

But the thing is, Babylon was even more wicked than Judah, so Habakkuk complained to God, 
Ò!at Õs not right!Ó. From all outward appearances, it seemed that the righteous (the believers) would 
be destroyed along with the wicked. !e Babylonians were not interested in preserving God's people. 
!eir swor d would fall on believer and unbeliever alike.

Habakkuk cried out, "O LORD, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, we will 
not die."  Would God allow his chosen people to die, the people he had chosen and set aside, the 
people he had protected in the desert and preserved as a nation?  Would God really do that?

Does Habakkuk's cry sound familiar? "How long, O Lord?" How long will you let sin and wicked-
ness spread like Þre in this world? How long will your faithful people have to live among violence 
and vengeance, destruction and death? And how long will your calls to repentance (natural disasters, 
acts of terror), how long will these calls to repentance go unheeded by the world and yet, and yet fall 
on the righteous as well as the wicked? 

"O LORD, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, we will not die." O really? It 
looks like we will. !e evidence says things are getting worse. !e evidence says fewer and fewer peo-
ple believe. !e evidence says that those who do believe will be attacked and tempted and persecuted 
and killed. 

It looks like we will and it seems that we should. God has made it clear from the beginning that the 
one who disobeys will die. It wouldn't take us very long to Þnd out that the same thing that causes 
all the wickedness and violence that we see in the worldÑthat stu" that we hate so muchÑthat 
same thing can be found in us. !e greed that leads to theftÑright here. !e lust that leads to adul-
teryÑright here. !e hate that leads to murderÑright here. And when we cry out, "Violence!" "In-
justice!", we cry out against ourselves. It looks like we will die and it seems we should die.

But the prophet says something amazing. He says something bold. He says something contrary to 
what seems to be. "My God, my Holy One, we will not die." !is is not the arrogant cry of youth. 
It's not the cry of one who has yet to be enrolled in the school of real life. !e prophet says "we will 
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not die" because he knows that God will not let his promise die. He knows God has something to 
say about this. And so...

"I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say 
to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.”

Habakkuk knew that the Lord would answer and so he waited for a word from God about the cer-
tainty of life. "!en the LORD replied: "Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets 
so that a herald may run with it."

Now Habakkuk had something he could say to the people of Judah. God had spoken. He gave to 
Habakkuk a word (a revelation) that was so important that it had to be written down, permanently 
and clearly. It had to be clear so people could understand it. It had to be permanent because it was 
about the future. 

"For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. 
!ough it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay." !e r evelation, the word 
of God spoke of a time that was yet to come. And what did it say?

"See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright" Even though it seems like wickedness prevails, 
he said, even though the Babylonians are threatening to destroy you, God knows that what they do is 
wicked, and God will punish sinfulness with death.

But, "but the righteous one will live by his faith." (2:4) Here is life. Here is truth and righteous-
ness. And it comes by faith. It comes by believing the promises of GodÑthe promises of God that 
seem so far away and so impossible. And those who believe these promises receive what the promises 
say. !ey say that God would send a Savior, a man who would live life in the place of all men. !ey 
say that the Messiah would su"er and die, again, in the place of all men. 

So we will live because the gospel promises life with GodÑlife now and life forever. We will live be-
cause the promises of the gospel come to those who believe those same promises. 

Of course, that doesn't mean that we will never face hardship, or danger or persecution. It doesn't 
mean that we will not actually face the death of our bodies. !ose things will come, but this word 
from God tells us that through those things and in spite of those things, we will live.

It was the writer of Psalm 118 who recorded the words "I will not die but live." But you'll notice 
that these words came at a time when death seemed like a real possibility. !e same psalmist wrote 
"in my anguish I cried out to the LORD" and "!e Lord has chastened me severely." 

We will not die but live! We say that, not because our conÞdence is so great, not because we have 
done something to increase our faith so that these things must happen. And certainly not because the 
world around us conÞrms it. We say that because our faith is based on sure promises of God. !ey 
are based on words that "will not prove false" Can you think of some of those words? Words such 
as "Your sins are forgiven." or "I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit." or "!is is the tr ue body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ..for the forgiveness of 
your sins." 

So when your faith feels smaller than a mustard seed, and weak, you can say, "I have been baptized. 
My faith is a miraculous gift of God." When the sinfulness and wickedness and injustice and cruelty 
that a"ects you the most is your sinfulness, and those sins weigh heavily on your heart, you can say 
"I am forgiven." As the world grows more dangerous, as Þghting and conßict in the world grows 
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more and more intense, as diseases spread and grow, as the day of death draws near, you can say, "I 
will not die but live!" You can say that with absolute conÞdenceÑan absolute conÞdence that brings 
absolute comfort.

We will not die but live! !ese words are not spoken by arrogant people who are unaware of the re-
alities of life. !ey are spoken by people like you and me. !ey are spoken by people who know very 
well what life is, who know the dangers all too well. But they are spoken by those who know whom 
they have believed. !ey kno w he is faithful. !ey know his Word is true. Really! We will not die but 
live! Amen.
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