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The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet received. 2 How long, O LORD, must I call for
help, but you do not listen?
Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save?
3 Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrong? Destruction and
violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds.

1 I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he
will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.

2 Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so
that a herald may run with it.

3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove
false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.

4 “See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright— but the righteous will live by his
faith—

Habakkuk 1:1-3; 2:1-4

Hawe you eer met a conbdent fodtiu probably hae. Maybe it was someone who was convinced
that nothing bad would happen to them, no matter what risks they took. !ey eat what they want,
drive as fast as they dedivang out with whomewvthey please, with no consequences.eagr
vincible. ley @ conbdent. B yo« know that their conbdence is foolish because of one little thing:
life.

lat boldness and conbdence fades awayaquickly when life happensNwhen, for example, they
stand at the grawf a close friend.fades when thesteday's mistakes bring todaysibles. le
boldness that once shouteadtéin't happen to me!" wosays, ticould happen to aage." le r e

ality of life tends to shake conbdemd¢entls to make conbdence look foolish.

But Christians & a bold bunch. !ey a@ conbdent. After all, faith ig,dePnition, a conbdent

trust. And so some people might mistake our conbdence for foolishness. ley think our conbdence
is foolish, especially when entreents seem to contradict our faith. Eeae een times when

these things may shake aun@onbdence.

le curr ent eents of our day and of ourelsvag really not that much di"ent fom those of the
people of lMbakkuk's day{abakkuk was agphet.We normally think of mphets as those who
speak t'/m God. ley get a messageoin God that they @me to poclaim to the peopleuBproph
ets vere also those who spoke twd@or the peoplenithese erses Hbakkuk does both.nQheir
behalf the pophet called out to@al. Cod's eply was a message of life and deaths la message
of life and death for people dealing with ¢laéty of life.n the face of deathp@'s people corb
dently call ouWE WILL NOT DIE BUT LIVE!



Habakkuk waseill awag of his cuant eents. H was living at a time oégt wickedness and-un
beliefNnot just in foeign lands and among heathens who happenegitodigdah. t was the peo
ple of ddah who wre practicing idolagrand hadejected the pmises of the@QRD. And so, on
behalf of the fe true beliesrs in ddah, Habakkuk cried out todsl: "How long, O LORD, must

I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, "Violence!" but you do not save? Why

do you tolerate wrong? Destruction and violence are there before me; there is strife, and conflict
abounds."

Habakkuk wasell awag of what was going on.fact, he uses six diéaet wods to describe it:
injustice, wong, destrction, violence, strife, conf3ict. And all these thieigsgeing on completely
unchecked. As far as he could see, these thimg®iwg on and on aneé® just getting worseo S
he cried out to the Ldy"How long2Vhy?"

len the L ORD responded tlough the psphet.We bnd this at the end of chapter two, the section
omitted fom our text"Look at the nations and watch—and be utterly amazed. For I am going

to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told. I am raising up

the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous people." God replied that he was going to send the
Balylonians to completely destdidah for its wickednesse Mias going to use thisign land to
discipline his people, and to lead sinneeptntance.

But the thing is, Bbylon was en moe wicked tharudiah, so ldbakkuk complained too@,

Olat © not right!O.rém all outwat appearances, it seemed that the righteous (thergeliould
be destyed along with the wicked. e &ylonians wre not inteested in mseving God's people.
leir swor d would fall on believ and unbeliev alike.

Habakkuk cried outO LORD, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, we will
not die." Would God allav his chosen people to die, the people he had chosen and set aside, the
people he had giected in the desend peseved as a nation®ould God really do that?

Does Hibakkuk's grsound familiar'How long, O Lord?" How long will yu let sin and wicked
ness spad like i in this world? &lv long will pur faithful people hauo live among violence

and engeance, dasttion and death? Andvwadong will yur calls toepentance (natural disasters,
acts of teor), hav long will these calls &pentance go unheedgdiie world andet, and gt fall

on the righteous a®lvas the wicked?

"O LORD, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, we will not die." O really?tl

looks like w will. le evidence says thingeagetting worse. !e evidence saygeieand feer pee

ple belieg. e evidence says that those who do belall be attacked and tempted and persecuted
and killed.

It looks like w will and it seems tha¢ whould. @d has made it cleaorn the beginning that the
one who disobeys will diewouldn't take usery long to bnd out that treame thing that causes
all the wickedness and violence teagee in the worldNthat stu" thaevinate so muchNthat
same thing can be found in us. !eegd that leads to theftNright leete lust that leads to adul
teryNright here. le hate that leads to mderNright hee. And when @/cy out, "Violence!" "h-
justice!”, w cy out against oursek: 1 looks like w will die and it seemsg whould die.

But the pophet says something amazirgysilys something bolde Bays something congrar
what seems to H&8My God, my Holy One, we will not die." lis is not the arrogant cy of youth.
It's not the oy of one who hagtto be emiled in the school oéal life. le prophet says ‘&wvill



not die" because he kvthat @d will not let his mmise die.  knavs Gd has something to
say about this. And.so

"I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say
to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.”

Habakkuk kne that the Lat would anser and so he waited for advisvom God about the cer
tainty of life."Then the LORD replied: "Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets
so that a herald may run with it."

Now Habakkuk had something he could say to the peoptiabf ®d had spoken. éigae to
Habakkuk a wdr(a ewelation) that was so impamt that it had to be written do, permanently
and clearhyit had to beclearso people could understandtihdd to bgpermanenbecause it was
about the futwe.

"For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false.
Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay." !e r ewelation, the wak
of God spoke of a time that was$ t come. And what did it say?

"See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright" Even though it seems like wickednessiits,
he said, @n though the &ylonians & theatening to desir you, God knaws that what they do is
wicked, and &d will punish sinfulness with death.

But, "but the righteous one will live by his faith." (2:4) Here is life. ke is tuth and righteous
ness. And it comey faith. t comes Y believing the pmises of GdNthe promises of Gd that
seem so far away and so impossible. And those wieahetieypmisesaceie what the mmises
say!ey say that God would send a@or a man who would BJife in the place of all men. ley
say that the Eksiah would su"er and die, again, in the place of all men.

So we will live because the gospamises life with G&iNlife now and life foever We will live be
cause the pmises of the gospel come to those whoebilase sameqgmnises.

Of course, that doesn't mean thatwil neer face hdship or danger or persecutionddesn't
mean that & will not actually face the death of our bodies. !ose things will come, but this wor
from God tells us that tbugh those things and in spite of those thivegwiill live.

It was the writer ofsRlm 118 whoecoded the wats"I will not die but live." But you'll notice
that these wds came at a time when death seemed é&éossibilitye same psalmist wate
"in my anguish I cried out to the LORD" and"The Lord has chastened me severely."

We will not die but lie'We say that, not because our conbPdence &agsagt because \vae

done something to irease our faith so that these things must happen. famlycaot because the
world aound us conbrms We say that because our faithased on sipomises of &d. ley

are based on was that'will not prove false" Can yu think of some of those wWeRNords such

as "9ur sins ar forgien." or "l baptie you in the name of thather and of theo® and of the

Holy $irit." or "lis is the tr ue body of our Ldrand &vior &sus Christ..for the forghess of

your sins."

S when wur faith feels smaller than a mualssaed, andaak, pu can sayl hawe been baped.

My faith is a miraculous gift 0b&" When the sinfulness and wickedness and injusticeialtyl cr
that a"ects gu the most isour sinfulness, and those siagtvheavily oroyr heat, you can say

"I am forgien." As the world givs moe dangeus, as bPghting and conf3ict in the wodd/gr



more and mag intense, as diseasesaspand gw, as the day of death draws,nearcan sayl
will not die but lie!"You can say that with absolute conbdenceNan absolute conbdence that brings

absolute comfor

We will not die but lie! lese words ae not spokenybarogant people whoeaunawa of the &
alities of life. ley ae spokenybpeople likequ and me. ey ae spokenypeople who kno\ery
well what life is, who kmothe dangers all toeellv But they ag spokenyothose who kve whom
they hae beliegd. 'ey know he is faithful. ley knawv hisWord is tue. ReallyWe will not die but

live! Amen.



